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New Board Members

The leadership of Dr. Terry Hawks and Dr. Doug Ayre will be sorely missed on our Board as their terms expired in August. Both members served on the board at a critical time in the evolution of internet contact lens sales and the sale of plano lenses

Dr. Gilan Cockrell and Dr. Jeanne Klopfenstien were appointed by Governor Kathleen Sebelius to the Board of Examiners in Optometry to replace these valuable board members. 

Gilan Cockrell, OD, has been in practice in Kansas since 1980. He is currently practicing as Flinthills Eye Associates in Emporia and Burlington. Dr. Cockrell received a Bachelors degree from Oklahoma State University in 1974 and a Doctor of Optometry degree from Southern College of Optometry in 1980. 

Jeanne Klopfenstein, OD, has been licensed in Kansas since 1990. Dr. Klopfenstein currently practices as Insights in Manhattan.  She received a Bachelor of Science degree in Life Sciences from Kansas State University in 1985. She received her Doctor of Optometry in 1990 from the University of Houston.

Volunteer Needed

The annual licensing exam for new graduates has been conducted in the Lawrence office of Dr. Sharon Green for the past nine year. Dr. Green is currently serving as the Board’s President and her term will be ending next year. 

The Board is looking for a volunteer in the Topeka/ Lawrence or surrounding area who would be willing to offer their office space for the practical exam. The space required includes ample reception/dispensary space for five applicants to take the written portion of the exam as well as five exam rooms for the practical. If you would be willing to participate in the licensing of new optometrists in this way, please contact Penny Bowie at the Board office or a member of the Kansas Board of Examiners in Optometry.  

O.D. Relationships with Corporations 

The Board office receives many questions regarding the relationship of the O.D. to large corporations. Some of these corporations offer space for rent for optometrists to practice near their dispensaries. Kansas rules and regulations are specific about these relationships. Following are some of these rules.

Advertising-“…all signs, advertising, and displays of any licensee shall be separate and distinct from those of any other person, firm, or corporation and shall not in any way suggest that the licensee is associated with any other person, firm, or corporation with which the licensee is not associated…”

Physical Space-“…If a licensee obtains any beneficial interest in a franchise or equivalent relationship to engage in the business of marketing ophthalmic goods or contact lenses, all operations of that franchise or equivalent relationship shall be separate and apart from any and all offices or locations at which the licensee, or any entity in which the licensee has a beneficial interest, provides optometric services.   
 … ``separate and apart'' shall include:  (1) being physically separated; and  (2) the totally independent functioning of the franchise business of optical dispensing and any optometric office or practice location.”

Maintaining an Office-“…an unlicensed person shall be deemed to be maintaining an office for the practice of optometry if either of the following conditions is met:   
 (a) That person bears any expense for this office by having entered into any rental arrangement, lease arrangement, or debt arrangement with a licensee regarding the licensee's practice whereby the cost or terms allow the unlicensed person to exert influence on the professional judgment or practice of the licensee.  
 (b) The licensee's office, location, or place of practice indicates or implies, by location, advertising, or otherwise, that the licensee is practicing as a part of or in association with the business of an unlicensed person.”

To reference the complete Rules and Regulations, please go to the Board website www.kssbeo.com. 
Contact Lens Complications

ARBO continues to track and compile data about complications due to contact lenses dispensed without a valid prescription. If you encounter a case of this sort, please report it to ARBO using the form at http://www.arbo.org/index.php?action=contact_lens. 

Glaucoma Licensing

Legislation was passed in the 2005 legislative session requiring all licensees to become therapeutically licensed by May 31, 2008 and glaucoma licensed by May 31, 2010.

As a reminder, the requirements include co-management of at least 20 patients during a 2-year period. These 20 patients must be a reasonable mix of glaucoma suspects and at least 10 confirmed cases of adult open angle glaucoma. 

A minimum of 20 co-management treatment plans must be submitted to the Kansas Board of Examiners in Optometry on the approved reporting form. The 2-year management period begins when the first treatment plan is submitted to the Board. 

In addition, an annual report on the approved reporting form must be submitted to the Board. The annual reporting form should include all cases that have been co-managed within that calendar year beginning with case number 1. Forms can be requested from the Board office and can be found at the Board website www.kssbeo.com. 

Finally, a 24-hour educational course in the treatment and co-management of adult open-angle glaucoma must be completed. Glaucoma courses that meet the 24-hour requirement are rarely offered any longer. The Kansas Optometric Association (KOA) has taped a 24-hour course and is making it available to those unable to find or attend a training course. For more information, contact Debbie at 

785-232-0225.

Quality of Continuing Education

While the Board attempts to approve a quality level of continuing education, it is impossible to monitor every C.E. course that is offered. Subjects must fall within the generally accepted optometric body of knowledge and must be pertinent to the clinical practice of primary care optometry and/or optometric sub-specialties. A lecture that promotes a particular product is not acceptable.

Educational content of courses should be minimally at the level of courses taught at optometric colleges. An hour of class credit must have at least 50 minutes of presentation to be counted as one hour. If you attend a course that you think does not meet these guidelines, please report it to the Board office.

OE Tracker

It will very quickly become common practice to scan OE Tracker cards (looks like a credit card) at continuing education seminars that are COPE approved. Therefore, it is important to begin carrying your card with you when you attend educational events. COPE attendance records will be available to you to submit as evidence of c.e. with your license renewal application. The OE Tracker cards were mailed to all licensed ODs in the U.S. earlier this year. If you did not get one, please contact ARBO http://www.arbo.org to request a new card. 

Registry of Contact Lens Sellers

Legislation was passed in 2003 requiring all mail order contact lens sellers who are selling to Kansas residences to register with the Board of Healing Arts. At this time, there are only three registered. However, a list has been compiled of those known to sell contact lenses by mail order. Please contact the Board of Healing Arts healingarts@ink.org if you are aware of any of these entities selling contact lenses in Kansas.

1-800-800-LENS

1-800-Lens Com 

Affordable Lenses

American’s Best Contacts U Eyeglasses

Arlington Contact Lens Service aka AC Lens

C.L.E. Contact Lenses, Inc

Coastal Contacts, Inc

Cole Vision Corporation

Contact Lens Express

Contact LenSmart

Davis Vision, Inc dba Lens 123

Direct Vision

Discount Contact Lens aka AC Lens

International Vision Direct, Inc

Jalco, Inc

K&D Distributors LTD

Lens 1st
Lens Express

Lens To Go

Lens World 

Lensquest, Inc

Marietta Contact Lens

Mitchell Gantman

My Contact Lenses, Inc

Oakwook Eye Clinic

Optometrics Contact Lenses, Inc

Save On Lens

Sentry Insurance, a Mutual Company

Shop Lens

TruVision, Inc

Ultimate Contacts

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc
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