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Separation of Optometry Practice

 and Optical Dispensary

 Issues have arisen recently that should be addressed here. 

K.R.A. 65-10-3 specifically states, 

“If a licensee obtains any beneficial interest in a franchise or equivalent relationship to engage in the business of marketing ophthalmic goods or contact lenses, all operations of that franchise or equivalent relationship shall be separate and apart from any and all offices or locations at which the licensee, or any entity in which the licensee has a beneficial interest, provides optometric services.   
’Separate and apart’ shall include: 
 (1) being physically separated; and  
 (2) the totally independent functioning of the franchise business of optical dispensing and any optometric office or practice location.”
Staff employed by an optical dispensary should not, under any circumstances, make appointments for an optometrist. One option for making appointments when an optometrist and/or staff are out of the office, is to forward the office phone to a phone where appointments can be made by the optometrist or his/her staff. Another option is to leave a cell phone number on the door of a closed office where patients can call to make an appointment with the optometrist or his/her staff. There are undoubtedly many other options for operating separately from optical dispensaries.

A second issue is the definition of “physically separated.” An optometric practice and an optical dispensary may occupy adjoining spaces, but they must be separated by a wall and accessed through separate doors.

Optometrists who do not comply with this regulation are subject to discipline by the Board.  
Registry of Contact Lens Sellers

Legislation was passed requiring all mail order contact lens distributors who are selling to Kansas residences to register with the Board of Healing Arts. At this time, there 

are only four registered: TruVision, 1-800Contacts, Arlington Contact Lens, and Eye Care Centers of America.  In an effort to assist the Kansas Board of Healing Arts to enforce the law, the Board would like to gather the names of entities known to sell in Kansas. If you are aware of 

instances of contact lens sales by companies not registered, please fax, phone, or email these names to the Board of Examiners in Optometry office by March 21, 2006. 

Biennial License Renewal Stickers

Several of you had questions about the license renewal sticker date as you received your biennial license renewals this year. The sticker reflects the date that the license was

last renewed. The certificate (card) has the date of the next renewal on it. This is consistent with the past practice.

Glaucoma Licensing

Legislation was passed in the 2005 legislative session requiring all licensees to become therapeutically licensed by May 31, 2008 and glaucoma licensed by May 31, 2010. If you are ready to begin the process of upgrading your license and need help to get started, please contact Penny Bowie at the Board office and she will gladly assist you.
License Renewal Tips

Returning your license renewal application early results in a quick turn-around. If your insurance providers require proof of your renewal by May 31, it is advisable to submit your renewal early when it can be processed quickly.

Between May 21 and June 7 many of your phone calls to the board office go to voice mail. The majority of renewals are submitted to the office between those dates, therefore the office is very busy. If you submit your renewal between those dates, ONLY contact the office if you have not received your renewal by June 15.

When you submit copies of documentation for your continuing education credit, keep a copy in your files. There have been rare occasions when license renewals were lost in the mail. If the board office does not receive

your renewal package, you will still need to provide copies of C.E. documentation, so please keep a copy of file.

Volunteer Needed

For the last 9 years, the annual licensing exam for new graduates has been conducted at the Lawrence office of the President of the Board, Dr. Sharon Green. Her term will be ending some time this summer. The Board is looking for a volunteer in the Topeka/ Lawrence and surrounding area who would be willing to offer their office space for the practical exam. The space required includes ample reception/dispensary space for 5 applicants to take the written portion of the exam and 5 exam rooms. If you would be willing to participate in the licensing of new ODs in this way, please contact Penny Bowie at the Board office.  

Importance of DEA Numbers

A DEA number is a number issued by the Drug Enforcement Administration "to provide certification of DEA registration in transactions involving controlled substances".  The number is a coded set of two letters and seven numbers that allow identification of the individual prescribing a controlled substance.  It is recommended that the number be written on prescriptions when required rather than be pre-printed on the prescription blank.  Recently DEA numbers have been used for purposes of insurance tracking and payment and by pharmaceutical companies to follow prescribing patterns.  Participation in the Drug Enforcement Administration registration system allows optometrists to be recognized as qualified practitioners to participate in insurance panels and be recognized by pharmaceutical companies as professionals who need to be kept informed of developments in treatment options.
License Mobility

CELMO (Council on Endorsed Licensure Mobility for Optometrists) is an ARBO (Association of Regulatory Boards of Optometry) sponsored organization whose goal is to provide license mobility from state to state in a uniform and consistent manner.

It is acknowledged that each individual state board of optometry reserves the right to make its own determinations regarding licensure and this program in no way lessens that power, authority, and responsibility.

Following are some FAQs regarding the newly organized CELMO.

1.What are the costs?
There is no cost to the state boards to utilize the CELMO program. There is a $250.00 initial fee and a $100.00 renewal fee that the applicant will pay.

2. Who is eligible to participate in the CELMO Program?
Every licensed optometrist in practice four years or more is eligible. 
3. Is the program voluntary? 
a. To the state board? YES b. To the licensee? YES
Program participation is voluntary on all levels.

4. How can the state boards use the CELMO certificate?
The state boards may choose to reduce their administrative burden involved with endorsement of licensure similar to how COPE has reduced time and work for Boards in verifying and approving continuing education courses.
5. How can the CELMO certificate benefit the licensee?
This program will enhance the optometrist's potential for efficient licensure mobility.
6. Is this a form of national optometric licensure? 
No. CELMO is simply a vehicle for mobility. 
7. Where do the CELMO fees go? CELMO fees will go directly to ARBO to administer the program.
8. Why initiate a Licensure Mobility program? 
To assist state optometry boards in reviewing applications for licensure from established practitioners in other jurisdictions.
9. Does the CELMO certificate guarantee a practitioner a license in another state?
There is no guarantee that the individual state boards will automatically grant a license by endorsement, but it will provide the Boards an additional tool to evaluate the advisability of granting a license by endorsement.
10. Why should any practitioner want/need/obtain a CELMO certificate?
The CELMO certificate could provide the practitioner with the potential of flexible options for relocation.
11. How does this relate to COPE?
As the broadly accepted national clearinghouse of continuing education, COPE is the foundational premise of the continuing education portion of the CELMO program.
12. Why is Continuing Education with Examination (CEE) required?
CEE provides the greatest assurance about the quality of education.
13. Why is ARBO doing this?
ARBO is the most appropriate organization to administer this program given its Mission Statement and close working relationship with individual state boards.

Change of Email Address

Please, please notify the Board office when you have a change of email address, or indicate a change on your license renewal application. You may be missing important communications if the Board has an out-of-date email address for you.
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