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Revisions to Kansas Optometry Regulations

Following are some revisions to Kansas Optometry law in 2004.

K.A.R. 65-4-3. Fees: the regulation was changed to reflect the  biennial renewal fee and the addition of fees to convert an inactive license to active.

K.A.R. 65-5-5. This regulation regarding license renewal was revoked and moved to K.A.R. 65-5-11.

K.A.R. 65-5-11. Biennial renewal. This regulation was added to specify which O.D.s renew in odd numbered years and which in even numbered years.

K.A.R. 65-5-12. Reinstatement of license.  Specifies the procedure for reinstatement of a lapsed or retired license.
2005 Legislation Effecting Optometrists

There will be legislation proposed by the Department of Revenue that will effect optometrists licensed in Kansas. Should the legislation be enacted, the Board will be notified by the Department of Revenue when a licensee is delinquent in the payment of taxes or the filing of tax returns. When the Board receives such notification, an application for licensure, renewal or reinstatement may not be issued. The Department of Revenue will issue a tax clearance certificate to the Board when the taxes are paid, and the license can be issued at that time.

Thank You!

Thanks to all of you who returned your license renewal application early in 2004. In the past, 30% of the applications were returned with the postmark by May 31st, but were actually received in the board office after that date. This year, only 16% were received after May 31st! This was a vast improvement for processing the renewals quickly.

2005 License Renewal

 If your insurance provider requires proof of your renewal by May 31, it is advisable to submit your renewal early, when it can be processed quickly. Renewal forms are sent 

from the Board office about 90 days prior to the May 31st 

deadline. If you choose to submit your license renewal after May 15, it will take a minimum of two weeks to return the renewal certificate and license sticker.

In 2004, half the applications were processed for a year’s renewal and half for two years. In 2005, there will be only about half the applications to process and we anticipate processing will go more quickly.  

Since the volume of renewals being processed between May 21 and June 7 is so large, all phone calls go to voice 

mail. Returning phone calls requesting the status of renewals between those dates is low priority because

each one requires time away from processing the renewals 

which delays the return of the license certificates and 

stickers.  It is not possible to fill any requests for special handling of individual license renewals.

On-line License Renewal

The Executive Officer of the Board is working with a representative of the Information Network of Kansas, Inc. to devise on-line license renewal. We anticipate that within a year or two, you will be able to renew your license on-line by providing updated information for your file and paying the renewal fee by credit card at our website. Since much of this procedure is automated, it will significantly reduce the amount of time spent in the Board office processing renewals. And we all know, time saved is money saved! 

KSSBEO Webpage Has Moved

The KSSBEO webpage has moved. It is now located at www.kssbeo.com. Please take the time to review all the valuable information at the web site. Many of the forms needed, e.g. trade name application, duplicate license request, glaucoma co-management forms, can be printed directly from the web. There is also detail there about continuing education credit, biennial renewal, and the latest contact lens laws.

Outcome of 1-800 Litigation

The Shawnee County District Court Judge issued an injunction prohibiting 1-800 from selling lenses in violation of Kansas law. 1-800 asked him to change his order and he refused to do so. No appeal has been taken and the time to do so has expired. The net result is that the Board obtained the result it was seeking and the case is over.

Glaucoma Licensing

Once again we would like to urge you to begin glaucoma co-management for licensing. It is not required yet, but new legislation is being proposed in the current legislative session. When the legislation passes, glaucoma licensing will be required by 2009. In addition to the 32 new licensees in 2004, 19 licensees finished the 

co-management requirements and obtained their glaucoma certification.

As a reminder, the requirements include co-management of at least 20 patients during a 2-year period. These 20 patients must be a reasonable mix of glaucoma suspects and at least 10 confirmed cases of adult open angle glaucoma. 

A minimum of 20 co-management treatment plans must be submitted to the Kansas Board of Examiners in Optometry on the approved reporting form. The 2-year management period begins when the first treatment plan is submitted to the Board.

In addition, an annual report on the approved reporting form must be submitted to the Board. The annual reporting form should include all cases that have been co-managed within that calendar year beginning with case number 1. Forms can be requested from the Board office and can be found at the Board website www.terraworld.net/kssbeo.

Finally, a 24-hour educational course in the treatment and co-management of adult open-angle glaucoma must be completed. Glaucoma courses that meet the 24-hour requirement are rarely offered any longer. The Kansas Optometric Association (KOA) has taped a 24-hour course and is making it available to those unable to find or attend a training course. For more information, contact Debbie at 

785-232-0225.

Disciplinary Actions

These disciplinary actions were necessary in the last year:

Licenses retired or revoked for failure to renew:

Andrea D Border
J Michael White

Ethan E Huisman
Cody J Wilkinson

John W Randall

There were no active O.D.s who were fined for failure to renew by the May 31st deadline last year.

“Board Certification”

If you use certifications, e.g. C.O.V.D, F.A.A.O., in your promotional materials and/or letterhead, be sure that any reference to “board certification” is specific so that it is not misunderstood to be certification by the KS Board of Examiners in Optometry. For example, use “Board Certified by the College of Optometrists in Vision Development.” Also, to comply with Kansas law, references to certifications should not imply superiority to other Kansas licensed Optometrist.
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