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FDA Warning: Plano Lenses

FDA Warning: Plano Lenses

The FDA has issued a warning in the FDA Consumer magazine, January-February 2003, to the public regarding contact lenses obtained without a prescription. It can also be found at www.fda.gov/fdac/features/2003/103_eyes.

CL Complications Reporting Form

ARBO has developed a form for contact lenses prescribers to report complications from contact lens dispensing without a valid prescription. This form is available on the ARBO web site at www.arbo.org/complications.htm. ARBO will gather the data and make it available to state attorneys general, licensing agencies, state legislatures, and other interested persons to fulfill ARBO’s mission of protecting the health of the public. The form can be completed and submitted online, printed and faxed to 866-886-6164, or mailed to ARBO at 1750 S Brentwood Blvd, Suite 503, St. Louis, MO 63144.

The Kansas Board would appreciate reports of complications, too, so that we are aware of any potential problems in Kansas.

New Board Member

Doug Ayre, O.D. was appointed by Governor Bill Graves to the Board of Examiners in Optometry in May 2002 and is currently serving as Member-at-Large. Doug is in private practice in Larned and Great Bend. He earned his Optometry degree from Nova Southeastern University in 1996 and his bachelors degree from KSU.

Doug lives in Larned with his wife, Jayne, and 

4 children, ages 6, 5, 4 and 1. He is involved at church and the Kansas Foundation, loves to golf, fish, and ski

The other board members look forward to Doug’s contribution to the board. Welcome, Doug!

Assistance for HIPAA Compliance

Since HIPAA requirements are federal, the state boards of optometry do not have a role in managing compliance. KOA has sponsored some training regarding HIPAA compliance and may be contacted for information at 785-232-0225.



KSSBEO Website

We hope you will be pleased to find several additions to the Board web site. In our efforts to conduct business in the current electronic environment, some forms have been made available at our web site. Among the forms are a Consumer Feedback form (aka complaint form), the license exam application, reciprocal licensing application, and trade name approval application. Forms that will be coming soon to the web site are the Intent to Co-manage Glaucoma form, the Glaucoma treatment plan/reporting form, and the 

Annual Glaucoma Co-management reporting form.

Although you would probably not detect the 

change, this year the web site was revamped to 

make it accessible to comply with ADA requirements.

Proposed Changes to Optometry Law

To facilitate the renewal process and level the workload in the Board office, a biennial renewal process is being proposed to this year’s legislature. Our legislators are especially receptive to changes that improve the efficiency of state operations this year. If accepted, in May 2004, half of those O.D.s renewing will pay a two-year renewal fee and half will pay a single-year renewal fee. Those paying the two-year fee will submit verification of a single year’s CE credits.

The other half of the licensed O.D.s will pay a two-year renewal fee in May 2005 and will submit verification of two years of CE credit. 

Then, in 2006, both groups of O.D.s will be on a two-year schedule of renewal. In addition, the ceiling for renewal fees will be raised. It has been more than 10 years since there was a fee increase for renewals.

In addition to the change to biennial renewal, an inactive status is being requested for licensing. If passed, licensees will be able to maintain their license without verification of continuing education. Although they may not practice in Kansas on an inactive license, the license can be renewed to active status by submitting evidence of continuing education credit.

Also requested is a change to the limit that can 

be assessed by the board for several fees. It has 

been 13 years since the limit was lasted increased, and 10 years that licensees have paid $150 for renewal. The renewal fee limit will be raised from $150 per year to $800 every two years. An increase in fees will follow in 2004, however, it will not be set at the limit. It will not be necessary for the Board to request an increase in the limit for many years with a limit at this level.

Clarification of “Trade Name”

A trade name is any name used for a practice other than the doctor’s name with O.D. or Optometry attached. If the term “associates” is used, the trade name must be approved by the Board of Examiners in Optometry. 

For example, these names would not need approval:

Woody Woodpecker, O.D.

Dr. Donald Duck, O.D.

Drs. Sylvester and Tweety, Optometrists

These names would need approval:

Dr. Daisy Duck and Associates, O.D.s

Ditsyland Family Vision Care

Elmer Fudd and Associates, Optometrists 

If you are unsure whether you need approval for a trade name, please contact the Board office at 785-832-9986 or kssbeo@terraworld.net.

Disciplinary Actions

These disciplinary actions were necessary in the last year:

License revoked for failure to renew:

Michael D. Liebau

John W. Randall

Wendy Runyon(later reinstated)

Gaila J. Austin-Caldwell

Kevin D. Atwood

Nancy L. Busch

Dennis M. Dean

Robert T. Godwin

Rhonda L Hutton





O.D.s who failed to renew by the May 31st deadline last year include:

Glen A Boyd
David G. Grant
Alan D. Boyle
Russell W. Hart
Bruce L. Broadmerkle
Clint O. Hoxie
Gail Burden
Melissa R. Keussler
Rob M. Christensen
Lloyd T. Dixon

Dirck L. DeKeyser
Jill M. Lighter

Brian G. Lojka
Thomas A. Mack

Michael E. Turner
Jeffrey B. Morrison

JoAnn M. Peeks
Jennifer G. Uhl


Changes to CE Requirements for 2004

The popularity of training on the internet has motivated the board to clarify CE credit requirements in that regard. Because meeting with other members of the profession is considered to be valuable, training offered by means other than a live presentation are being limited to 8 out of the total of 24.

Credit Cards for Renewal Fees

It has become law that state agencies must be able to collect fees using credit cards. The Board office staff have been coordinating this effort with the State Treasurer’s Office, the Division of Accounts and Reports, and the state contractor-Paymentec. Soon the board office will be able to accept fees for licensing, duplicate licenses, and glaucoma licenses. The procedures will be in place for the 2004 renewal period for your convenience.

2002 Legislation Effecting Optometrists

Substitute HB 2285 has established mandatory registration of any person or entity, other than optometrists and physicians, who mails contact lenses to patients in Kansas. The Board of Healing Arts has been charged with managing the registration, with an advisory council that includes a KS licensed optometrist and a contact lens dispenser.
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